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· Learning to take proper notes is important for not only this class, but other classes, college, and life in general. 
· Eventually you will be in a place where reading and comprehension will be totally on you.
· Give this method a try to start taking thorough, concise, and effective notes.
· Remember, note-taking styles are like haircut styles – something different works for everyone. Find what works for you, but don’t be afraid to try new things until you find your style.
Step One:  How to set up your paper.
[image: http://msnowe.files.wordpress.com/2010/05/1206556249326967385nexxuz_loose_leaf_paper-svg-hi.png]Use the remaining 1/3 of the page to add things you hear in class that are important that you DID NOT have in your notes.
Hint: Add the extra items where they match up with your notes!
Use 2/3 of the paper to take your notes.

Step Two:  How should I set my notes up?
· Use letters, numbers, and bullet points.
· Clearly mark section titles, headings, and subheadings (see back of page)
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Step Three: What should I write down?
· Use the “three-pronged attack strategy”
1.  Go for the fine details.  This means specific things such as:
~ Names
~ Places
~ Treaties
~ Battles
~ Book titles
[bookmark: _GoBack](Our motto: “If it’s a proper noun, write it down!”)
2.  Go for the “big picture” items.  This means things such as:
~ Cause and Effect
~ Major trends
~ Major themes
(Our tip: Look over the big ideas/big questions before starting)
3. Write down any questions you have and want answered.
One last point: ABBREVIATE! There are lots of people and names that keep showing up. Get used to abbreviating and save yourself a lot of time over the course of the class. For example…
a. France = FRA
b. Italy = ITA
c. Supreme Court of the United States = SCOTUS
d. Thomas Jefferson = TJ, TJeff, etc.
e. Otto von Bismarck = BIZ

Be thorough, but efficient.  You are not re-writing the book!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Attack on the United States

On the morning of September 11, 2001, 19 Arab terrorists hijacked four airliners
heading from East Coast airports to California. In a series of coordinated strikes,
the hijackers crashed two of the jets into the twin towers of the World Trade Center
in New York City and a third into the Pentagon outside Washington, D.C. The
fourth plane crashed in an empty field in Pennsylvania. @

The Destruction The planes, loaded with fucl, became destructive missiles when
they crashed into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The explosions and fires
so weakened the damaged skyscrapers that they crumbled to the ground less than
two hours after impact. The fire and raining debris caused nearby buildings to col-
lapse as well. The damage at the Pentagon, though extensive, was confined to one
section of the building.

“The toll in human lives was great. About 3,000 people died in the attacks. All
passengers on the four planes were killed. as well as workers and visitors in the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon. The dead included more than 340 New York
City firefighters and 60 police officers who rushed to the scene to help and were
buried in the rubble when the skyscrapers collapsed.

The Impact of the Attack Scptember |1 had a devastating impact on the way
Americans looked at life. Many reported fecling that everything had changed
that life would never be the same. Before, Americans had viewed terrorism as
something that happened in other countries. Now they felt vulnerable and afraid.
This sense of vulnerability was underscored just a few days afier September 11,
when terrorism struck the United States again. Letters containing spores of a bac-
terium that causes the discase anthrax were sent to people in the news media and
{0 members of Congress in Washington, D.C. Anthrax bacteria, when inhaled, can





